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contacts with the people who have been affected. We expect that some of them will be able to return to Uzbekistan soon."
Rosa Khanova (Source: RFE/RL) Khanova told RFE/RL that the lists were prepared independently on August 19. Then,

she says, they were delivered to the consulates of the member states of the Russian Federation for subsequent
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distributions. The results of the censuses were not made public until Friday, when the Interior Ministry said it had
published a list of 40,000 people who had been denied visas by Uzbek authorities in recent months. The government says
it cancelled the visa applications in response to a law passed by the Uzbek parliament in June. In March, the government

ordered visa applications from Russians be redirected to the small Tajik town of Tashkent, which is about 100 kilometers
southeast of the capital. Lavrov said on August 9 that the decision was not intended to obstruct the work of the Russian

mission. The decision was motivated "to deal with a whole series of problems - in particular, the development of relations
between the Uzbek authorities and Russia," he told reporters in Beijing. "It is connected with Russian-Uzbek relations."
During the same interview, Lavrov dismissed claims that the Russian mission had been expelled from Tashkent. "I can
confirm that we still have normal contacts," he said. "I know about this story from the international press and from the
foreign ministry. It's not correct." In an August 18 telephone interview with RFE/RL, Ozodik Erkin, head of the Uzbek
mission in Moscow, said there has been no expulsion of the Russian mission from Tashkent. "There is some tension, for
sure," he said. "But it has nothing to do with the work of the mission. It's the result of a series of events, both internal and

external." Speaking of the visa change, Erkin said his people have been trying to work through diplomatic channels to
seek a reprieve. "Of course there was a certain amount of 3da54e8ca3
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